Pulmonary balloon angioplasty of chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension (CTEPH) in surgically inaccessible cases.
The clinical course of patients suffering from chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension (CTEPH) depends on the distribution pattern of the thromboembolic material. In patients with thromboembolic findings in the central pulmonary segments pulmonary thrombendarterectomy (PTE) has excellent results and acceptable operative risk. This paper presents two surgically inaccessible cases that were successfully treated with balloon pulmonary angioplasty. Balloon angioplasty improved parenchymal perfusion, increased cardiac index (Delta CI +19.2 % [Case 1], and +15.4 % [2]), reduced pulmonary vascular resistance during follow-up (Delta PVRI -25.0 % [1] and -15.9 % [2]), and is discussed as an alternative treatment option for cases not suited for surgery.